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SUBJ: SAVING ENERGY: FINLAND JOINS THE CLUB 

1. SUMMARY: ACTING UNDER AN EMERGENCY POWERS LAW 
PERMITTING EXTRAORDINARY MEASURES TO PROTECT THE 
ECONOMY IN TIMES OF CRISIS, THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED 
A SERIES OF MEASURES TO SAVE ENERGY. PENALTIES ARE 
PROVIDED FOR VIOLATIONS BUT THE MANDATORY MEASURES 
ARE RELATIVELY TAME IN CURRENT CLIMATE OF WORLD 
ENERGY SHORTAGE. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE ANNOUNCED MEASURES INCLUDE A NATIONAL SPEED 
LIMIT OF 80 KM PER HOUR, A BLACKOUT OF ADVERTISING 
AND STORE WINDOW LIGHTING, A LOWERING OF THERMOSTATS 
IN HOMES AND WORKING PLACES, A REDUCTION OF STREET- 
LIGHTING AND A MISCELLANEOUS CLUTCH OF PROHIBITIONS 
ON ACTIVITIES RANGING FROM AUTO-RACING TO MELTING THE 
ICE ON THE STREET WITH HOT WATER. ENFORCEMENT MAY 

BE BY FINE OR EVEN IMPRISONMENT, BUT IT IS 
GENERALLY EXPECTED THAT SUCH ACTIONS WILL NOT BE 
NECESSARY. MOST OF THE REGULATIONS ARE EFFECTIVE 
IMMEDIATELY WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE BAN ON AD- 
VERTISING AND DECORATIVE LIGHTING WHICH IS POSTPONED 
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3. THE LIST OF COMPULSORY MEASURES WAS ACCOMPANIED 
BY RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE OBSERVED VOLUNTARILY SUCH 
AS FORGOING UNNECESSARY DRIVING, TURNING 

OFF LIGHTS WHEN POSSIBLE, ETC. BOOKLETS ARE BEING 
PRINTED TO EXPLAIN THE NEW RULES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
WHICH WILL BE DISTRIBUTED TO ALL (1.5 BILLION) 

FINNISH HOMES. WHILE THE GOVERNMENT HOPES TO 
EFFECT A 15 PERCENT REDUCTION IN FUEL CONSUMPTION BY THESE 
MEASURES, WHICH IT CHARACTERIZED AS "LIGHTER THAN IN 
ANY OTHER WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRY", ITS ESTIMATE HAS 
BEEN CRITICIZED BY SOME AS TOO OPTIMISTIC, ESPECIALLY 
WITHOUT THE AID OF A RISE IN PRICES. 

4. IN HIS ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE PRESS, MINISTER OF 

TRADE AND INDUSTRY JAN-MAGNUS JANSSON EMPHASIZED THAT 
FINLAND WAS COMPELLED TO ADOPT THE PRESENT MEASURES 
BY THE RISING PRICE OF FUEL, RATHER THAN ITS 
SHORTAGE. MANY FINNISH EXPERTS, LOOKING BEYOND THE 
CURRENT "CRISIS" FEEL THAT RISING COST RATHER THAN 
UNAVAILABILITY OF SUPPLIES WILL BE THE REAL PROBLEM. 

WITH A MORE OR LESS CHRONIC BALANCE-OF-PAYMENTS 
DEFICIT, FINNISH ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL PLANNERS 
HAVE BEEN HOPING FOR A "STRUCTURAL CHANGE" IN 
EXPORTS TO REFLECT A HIGHER DEGREE OF PROCESSING. 
ARRANGING FOR THE REQUISITE IMPORTS OF CAPITAL EQUIP- 
MENT TO HASTEN THIS SHIFT WILL REQUIRE SKILLFUL 
FINANCIAL FOOTWORK. UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE 
SKYROCKETING PRICE OF THE IMPORTED FUELS REQUIRED 
FOR "STRUCTURAL CHANGE" - NOT TO MENTION MAINTAINING 
THE NORMAL LEVEL OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITY - COMES AS A 
SOBERING BLOW. 
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